
I. Call Meeting to Order -- Mayor Connelly
                                    -- Chair Griffin

II. Approval of Agenda -- City Council
                                  -- Greenville Utilities Commission

III. Public Comment Period -- For issues that are germane to both the City Council and the
Greenville Utilities Commission Board 

The Public Comment Period is a period reserved for comments by the public.  Items that were or
are scheduled to be the subject of public hearings conducted at the same meeting or another
meeting during the same week shall not be discussed.  A total of 30 minutes is allocated with
each individual being allowed no more than 3 minutes.  Individuals who registered with the City
Clerk to speak will speak in the order registered until the allocated 30 minutes expires.  If time
remains after all persons who registered have spoken, individuals who did not register will have
an opportunity to speak until the allocated 30 minutes expires.

IV. New Business

 1. Approval of Minutes from the September 23, 2024 Joint City Council-Greenville Utilities
Commission Board Meeting

 2. Consideration of Market Adjustment/Merit Allocation for FY 2025-2026

 3. Consideration of Salary Structure Adjustment for FY 2025-2026

 4. Consideration of 401(k) Employer Contribution

 5. 2025-2026 Pay Study

V. Adjournment -- Greenville Utilities Commission
                      -- City Council

JOINT MEETING
Greenville City Council/Greenville Utilities Commission Board

April 14, 2025
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OFFICIAL MINUTES 
JOINT MEETING OF THE GREENVILLE CITY COUNCIL  

AND GREENVILLE UTILITIES COMMISSION BOARD  
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2024 

 
The Greenville City Council and Greenville Utilities Commission Board met on Monday, 
September 23, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, located on the third floor of City Hall 
at 200 W. Fifth Street.  

City Council Members Present 
Mayor Pro-Tem Monica Daniels 
Council Member Tonya Foreman 
Council Member Marion Blackburn 

Council Member Matthew Scully 
Council Member Les Robinson  
Council Member Portia Willis 

 
City Council Members Absent 
Mayor P.J. Connelly  
 
City Staff Members Present 
City Manager Michael Cowin 
City Attorney Emanuel McGirt 
City Clerk Valerie Shiuwegar 
Deputy City Manager Ken Graves 

Assistant City Attorney Scott Dixon 
Deputy City Clerk Danaille Petro 
Assistant City Manager Dene Alexander 
Human Resources Director Leah Futrell 

 
Greenville Utilities Commission Members Present 
Chair Lindsey Griffin 
Commissioner Ferrell Blount 
Commissioner Wanda Carr 
Commissioner Justin Fuller 

Commissioner Mark Garner 
Commissioner Peter Geiger 
Commissioner Dillon Godley 
City Manager Michael Cowin 

 
 
Greenville Utilities Commission Staff Present 
General Manager/CEO Tony Cannon 
General Counsel Phil Dixon 
Assistant General Manager/CAO Chris 
Padgett 
Executive Assistant to the General 
Manager/CEO Amy Wade 

Secretary to the General Manager/CEO Lou 
Norris 
Human Resources Director Richie Shreves 
Communications Manager/PIO Steve 
Hawley 
Senior Human Resources Manager Lena 
Previll

 
Others Present: 
Ginger Livingston, The Daily Reflector; Joe Harten, Mercer; and Jeff McKinnon and Nancy 
Conner, Community Members 
 
I. Call to Order 
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Mayor Pro Tem Daniels called the meeting of the City Council to order and called for a roll call. 
City Clerk Shiuwegar called roll and confirmed a quorum of City Council Members present. 
 
Chair Griffin called the meeting of the Greenville Utilities Commission (GUC) to order and 
called for a roll call. Executive Assistant Wade called roll and confirmed a quorum of GUC 
Commissioners present.  
 
II. Approval of  Agenda 
Council Member Blackburn made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Council Member 
Robinson seconded the motion and the City approved the minutes unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Blount made a motion to approve the agenda as presented. Commissioner Geiger 
seconded the motion and the GUC Commission approved the minutes unanimously.  
 
III. Public Comment Period 
Mayor Pro Tem Daniels opened the Public Comment Period at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Mr. Jeff McKinnon 
Mr. McKinnon highlighted concerns regarding the environmental impacts of coal and natural 
gas, urging more oversight and emphasizing the benefits and affordability of solar energy, 
referencing upcoming solar initiatives with Boviet. He raised health concerns related to natural 
gas use, particularly childhood asthma. 
 
Mrs. Nancy Conner 
Ms. Conner expressed concern related to vegetation removal along creeks, warning of potential 
erosion and flooding problems. She called attention to a lot on E. 14th Street and expressed 
concerns that the lot was being cleared.  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Daniels called for additional speakers to come forward. Seeing none, she closed 
the Public Comment Period at 6:11 p.m.  
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from the April 22, 2024 Joint City Council / Greenville Utilities 
Commission Board Meeting 
Council Member Robinson made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 22, 2024 Joint 
City Council – GUC Meeting as presented. Council Member Willis seconded the motion and the 
City Council unanimously approved.  
 
Commissioner Garner made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 22, 2024 Joint City 
Council – GUC Meeting as presented. Commissioner Carr seconded the motion and the GUC 
Board unanimously approved.  
 
V. Joint Staff Recommendation on Plan Year 2025 Health and Dental Benefits 
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Mr. Joe Harten, Consultant with Mercer Consulting, shared the following staff 
recommendations::  
 
2025 Plan Year Projections – Medical/Rx/Vision 

 Mercer recommends a rate increase of 1.5% over 2024 budget across all tiers and salary 
bands; no design changes. 

o Rate increase is driven by expected medical/Rx claim trends 
o Assuming the increase is shared with employees evenly, projected 2025 net costs 

are $19.6 million 
o Assumes Consumer Driven Health Plan (CDHP) deductible will increase to 

$1,650/$3,300 (EE/Deps) from $1,600/$3,200 due to new IRS minimums 
 
2025 Plan Year Projections – Dental 

 Mercer recommends no increase for 2025 and no design changes. 
o 2024 reforecast gross and net costs are $1,053k and $552k, respectively (versus 

budgeted figures of $1,131k and $631k) 
o Costs have decreased from the 2024 Budget due to favorable YTD 2024 claims 

experience 
o Assuming employee recommendations remain flat, projected 2024 net cost are 

$590k 
 

Council Member Scully made a motion to approve the recommendations for the City of 
Greenville. Council Member Blackburn seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Godley made a motion to approve the recommendations for GUC. Commissioner 
Blount seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.  
 
VII. Adjournment 
There being no further business, Council Member Foreman made a motion to adjourn. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Blackburn, and it passed unanimously. Mayor Pro 
Tem Daniels adjourned the meeting of the City Council at 6:29 p.m. 
 
Chair Griffin called for a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Garner made a motion to adjourn. 
Commissioner Blount seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. Chair Griffin adjourned 
the meeting of the Greenville Utilities Commission Board at 6:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Valerie Shiuwegar, City Clerk 
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